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has been adopted since 1883, and as the other interests have secured good treatment (which, incidentally, was sometimes bad) from other Government departments (Foreign Office, Home Office, Posts, the various Federal State Governments), is there still time and opportunity to strike out for this greater concentration, and its resultant greater development of the maritime interests?"
A short time afterwards Stosch wrote to me as follows:
"HAUS STOSCH, "OESTRICH IM RHEINGAU,
" Februaray 12, 1896.
" MY DEAR ADMIRAL,
" I am sending you a question to-day. The anger of the English with us, as shown on the occasion of the Transvaal telegram, 1896, has its root in German competition in the world-market. As foreign policy in England is dictated solely by trade interests, we have to reckon with the opposition of this island nation. This will crystallize as soon as these gentlemen succeed in assuring themselves of the antipathy of France and Russia, and we are beginning to feel uncomfortable again.
"All the English articles that I have read lately take the view that they would knock out Germany with one blow. I have also put to myself the question as to how we could conduct a naval war with England with any success, and I now turn to you and ask you to answer this for me. I may add that I have drawn up a plan of campaign of my own, but as I attach value to your naval judgment, I am very eager to hear what you would propose. I hear from Berlin that your departure to Eastern Asia (as Squad-this contain the danger that the other non-military maritime interests will be treated too much as secondary interests? or vice versa, that the exclusively naval interests will suffer owing to the activity and advertisement of the former?
